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your monthly exploration of new music 


12 Bites 

Nic Endo Bring the noise' Frederic Galliano Rhythmatic methods Frode Gjerstad 

Northern light Mapa Poles apart 

18 Timbaland 

Does avant garde music have to wear a hairshirt? Not in the Cookie Factory, the production house run by 
this 26 year old Virginian. Sasha Frere-Jones meets the most bankable producer in HipHop and R&B 

22 Invisible Jukebox: Derek Bailey 

The crusty old sage of free music listens with prejudice to tracks by Conlon Nancarrow, Johnny 'Guitar' 
Watson, Captain Beefheart, Frank Zappa. Alec Empire and more. Tested by Ben Watson 

26 Portishead 

Geoff Barrow and Adrian Utley, the brains behind Bristol's most unlikely pop phenomenon, reveal the 
agony of touring and the ecstasy of constructing their electric torch songs. By Rob Young 

32 Global Ear: Lanzarote 

On a lump of volcanic rock located off the coast of North Africa, the Festival of Visual Music offers a 
Utopian fusion of sun, sea, sand and Ambient sound. Report by Tony Herrington 

34 LaMonte Young meets Mark Webber 


46 Marc Ribot 

John Lurie, John Zorn, Tom Waits, Tricky, David Sylvian and Elvis Costello have all called on the services of 
the most in-demand guitarist in avant rock. By Julian Cowley 


reviews 


51 


Ayler, Brand Nubian, Alice Coltrane, Dorn & Roland, Dave Douglas, Durutti Column, Hell, Zeena Parkins, Mark E 
Smith, Tarwater, Terre Thaemlitz, Towa Tel, Fred Van Hove, David S Ware, Robert Wyatt, Richard Youngs and mor 
68 Multimedia Tuning in to the new radio art of Katherine Norman. David Moss, Chris Cutler and more 
70 On Location Going live. The Wire’s grand Autumn tour; John Zorn's Modern Chamber Music; Other 
Music's other music, Glenn Branca’s Acoustic Phenomena, Ms Europa's digital decadence 24 Print Run Ne 
jgy on the Pacific Rim; Ian Carr’s up 


4 Editorial 6 Letters 10 Soundings This month’s festivals and special events 16 Fast 
Tracks Jarboe goes solo • Ulf Poschardt’s DJCulture 50 Charts 66 Label Directory 
76 Out There December's selected live shows, club spaces and radio 80 Back Issues 
81 Subscribe and get a FREE CD or FREE magazines' 82 Epiphanies Jeff Noon walks on the wild side 
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A monthly brace of quick fire interviews 
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r month we play a musician a series of rec 
i they're asked to identify and comment oi 
10 prior knowledge pf what they're about 1 
This month it’s the turn of. ,. 


Tested by Ben Watson 


Chadbourne, Bailey t 
performing with the 1 
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After three albums and a world tour which nearly put paid to them, the members of Portishead 
are resting up. In Bristol, Geoff Barrow and Adrian Utley discuss the workings of the decade’s 
most unlikely global pop phenomenon with Rob Young. Photography: Eva Vermandel 



































Over the last six years, Pulp’s 
Mark Webber (right) has 
been interviewing LaMonte 
Young, bad uncle of 
American Minimalism. 

Looking like a biker and fronting a 
roadhouse blues band, Young never fitted 
Minimalism's friendly profile. Yet his Theatre 
Of Eternal Music drones have been an 
influence on the avant garde from The 
Velvet Underground onwards 
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encounters 

Philip Glass, Steve Reich and Terry Riley, LaMonte Young is the most original and in Germany, France, Austria and New York over the intervening six years. During that 


The jazz age 
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brainstorming in New York lofts and barhopping with Tom 




Kthe group’s popularity, as much contingent on leader John Lurie’s high 
cheekboned arthouse profile as the music, brought him to the attention of the world 

eleon 


rned well-heeled Cuban. Words: Julian Cowley 

outside Manhattan and New Jersey. Tom Waits, with whom Lurie was then working on 
a Jim Jarmusch movie, Down By Law, was fast off the mark poaching him to play on 
Rain Dogs and in his touring group. Other invitations quickly followed. Soon he found 
himself the guitar player of choice among more discerning musicians in New York and 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 





Defeito De Fabricagao (Luaka Bop) 
s Afpompen (A-Musik) 


Wachtelaer Fear No Fall (Lowlands! 

Do Make Say Think Do Make Say Think 



Sun City Girls Bright Surroundings Dark Beginnings 
(Majora) 

Charles Curtis Ultra White Violet Light/Sleep (Beau 


Team Doyobi Nina Sings (Vector promo) 
Gescom Ae Mixes 2 (Skam) 

Hanna's Barber Never The Same (Team Doyobi 
Hubba's Bubba Mix) 

Various Diskono 2 (Diskono 7") 

Jonny L Magnetic (XL) 



Two Lone Swordsmen Stay Down (Warp) 
M/CR Movement Driving Force (Freeform) 


Empress Empress (555) 

John Fahey Death Chants, Breakdowns And Military 
Waltzes (Takoma/Ace) 

Edith Frost Telescopic (Drag City) 

International Airport All City Glasgow (All City) 

Ennio Morricone Canto Morncone Volume 1 (Bear 

The Pastels Illuminati (Domino) 

Phantom Engineer Phantom Engineer (Paperhouse) 
Plone Plock (Warp) 

Silver Jews American Water (Dorn no) 

To Rococo Rot + D TRRD (Soul Static Sound) 

The Bill Wells Octet Vs Future Pilot AKA (Series 500 


i Beef (Rawkus) 
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I December's selected eilbums and 12' ! s 



AnA-Zof 

reviews: 

Bruce Ackley Trio Aphasia 
Aranos Albert Ayler Bisk 
Brand Nubian Celluloid 
Mata Alice Coltrane 
Decoder Dorn & Roland 
Dave Douglas Jane Dowe & 
Terre Thaemlitz Dreamtime 
Durutti Column Ensemble 
Al-Kindi Mahmoud Fadl 
Christopher Fox Fuckhead 
Michael Gordon Georg 
Graewe Yoshihiro Hanno 
meets Mick Khan Hell John 
Hinds id battery Infiniti 
Annea.Lockwood & Ruth 
Anderson Marginal Consort 
Attillo'AitMineo 
Morphogenesis Chris 
Newman Oil 10 Orbitones, 
Spoon Harps SBellowphones 
Zeena Parkins Michael 
Prime Salamat Shifts 
Sukora Mark E Smith 
Tarwater Terre Thaemlitz 
Towa Tei Two Dollar Guitar 
Fred Van Hove Igor 
Wakhevitch David S Ware 
Randall Woolf Robert Wyatt 
Richard Youngs plus new 
compilations, ovant rock, 
critical beats, electronica 
and jazz releases in brief 
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soundcheck 



A big or fridge called the Whirlpool sold well, 
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in brief jazz 

Reviewed by Julian Cowley 

Django Bates Quiet Nights quintessential Lounge Lizards - beyond Andy Sheppard I 
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Phil England sounds out the state of UK and German radio art 
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New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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out there 



























































































Details of all available back issues, and a searchable database of contents of issues 
after 100, are available on The Wire Website: www.dfuse. com/the-wire 
Full, downloadable articles from sold out issues are added every month 

























































/ 


Free CD! Free magazines! 





































epiphanies 

How science fiction writer Jeff Noon took a walk on the wild 
side that ended in saxual healing 

T he old radiogram in the comer of the living room; 15 year old fat kid without a hope of a girlfriend, 
the ornaments arranged just so on the polished And anyway, this record is my real girlfriend; this 
surface. Every time a record was played, all the record, this song, right now, this line of lyrics. This 
































SMOKING CAUSES 
FATAL DISEASES 


Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
6mg Tar 0.5 mg Nicotine 





